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Specific IAU activities have — until now — been understandably biased towards developing 

tertiary education and building up research capabilities in astronomy. However, recently some 

programs have been initiated, outside the direct auspices of the IAU, to stimulate astronomical 

education at the primary and secondary levels. These programs complement the current IAU

activities. Members of the Union have been involved in their initiation, organization and

execution. A list of some relevant IAU and complementary activities is given in Table 1. Taken

together, they comprise a suite of activities that actively stimulates all elements of global 

astronomy, from the education of very young children to the building up of research and public 

understanding through the donation of small telescopes and planetariums. Global development 

at all levels has been emphasized in the activities implemented for the UN-ratified International 

Year of Astronomy in 2009 (Section 3.2.7), an initiative of the IAU.

In addition to supporting these activities, there is another way in which the IAU encourages the 

progress of world astronomy. As a prestigious international scientific union, the IAU plays a spe-

cial role in the discussion of astronomy development with governments and scientific academies 

and in interceding about such matters at the highest levels. The IAU is a member of the Interna-

tional Council for Science (ICSU), a non-governmental organization representing a global inter-

disciplinary membership that includes both national scientific bodies and international scientific 

unions. When appropriate, the President and officers of the IAU are proactive in persuading the  

Table 1 

SOME GLOBAL ACTIVITIES CONCERNING ASTRONOMY FOR DEVELOPMENT

Shown here are programs conducted by the IAU with programs that are complementary to IAU activities in italics 

Public 

outreach

Primary 

education

Secondary 

education

Tertiary 

education

Research 

capability

Japan:Tripod/ODA

Comm. 55

Hands-on 

Universe (HOU)

Comm. 46 NASE

Las Cumbres/

Faulkes

Telescopes

GTTP

Japan: Tripod/ODA

Universe 

Awareness

(UNAWE)

Comm. 46 TAD

Comm. 46 ISYA

Comm. 46  WWDA

Comm. 46 TAD

Comm. 46 ISYA
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Figure 18 

FUTURE ASTRONOMY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES TO BE COORDINATED BY THE THREE IAU TASK FORCES

Activities are shown in blue. IAU activities are prefixed by red and complementary programs are prefixed by green. 

Representatives of complementary programs will be included in the relevant task forces.

ASTRONOMY FOR UNIVERSITIES

AND RESEARCH (TASK FORCE 1)

(Section 3.4.1) 

• IAU - RESEARCH VISITS    

• IAU - INSTITUTE TWINNING     

• IAU - ENDOWED RESEARCH LECTURES

• IAU - YOUNG ASTRONOMER REGION-

AL SCHOOLS  

ASTRONOMY FOR CHILDREN AND 

SCHOOLS (TASK FORCE 2)

(Section 3.4.2)  

• IAU - TEACHER TRAINING 

• UNAWE - PRIMARY EDUCATION

• HOU + LAS CUMBRES NETWORK 

- SECONDARY EDUCATION

ASTRONOMY FOR THE PUBLIC 

(TASK FORCE 3)

(Section 3.4.3)

• IAU - ENDOWED PUBLIC LECTURES                           

• JAPAN TRIPOD/ODA 

- PLANETARIUMS, TELESCOPES, 

ASTRO-BUSES

CAP (Comm. 55)

IAU OFFICE OF

ASTRONOMY FOR

DEVELOPMENT

REGIONAL

NODES

• To establish an ISYA Alumni Community. This will result in a network of researchers who 

have experienced the regional schools and act as a vehicle to stimulate future interactions 

between them. Furthermore, the existence of such a network will allow the impact of the 

schools to be evaluated, e.g., via follow-up questionnaires over a long timescale.

• IAU - 

regional coordinators. They would be organized through the new regional nodes (Section

3.3.3) and coordinated by the appropriate members of the sector task force.
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Figure 23

FUNCTION OF THE OFFICE OF ASTRONOMY FOR DEVELOPMENT

Schematic diagram showing the relationship of the Office of Astronomy for Development to the various structures 

and activities described in this plan

GLOBAL TASK
FORCES      

1.Universities/Research
2.Children and Schools

3.Public Outreach

IAU EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

OFFICE OF 
ASTRONOMY

FOR DEVELOPMENT
STEERING

COMMITTEE

COMMUNICATION 
Recruitment

Website 
Forums

LIAISON WITH
SISTER 

ORGANIZATIONS
UNOOSA,

COSPAR, URSI  

LIAISON  WITH 
COMPLEMENTARY

PROGRAMS
(UNAWE, HOU,

Faulkes Telescopes,
Tripod/ODA etc.)

REGIONAL
COORDINATORS

REGIONAL NODES

OFFICE OF
ASTRONOMY FOR 

DEVELOPMENT

• Taking the lead in finding potential regional sources of funding for astronomy development 

and pursuing these together with the IAU Office of Astronomy for Development, where  

relevant.











The	
  Interna*onal	
  Year	
  of	
  Light	
  
and	
  Light-­‐based	
  Technologies	
  

2015	
  

Communica7ons	
  Health	
   Economy	
   Environment	
  	
   Social	
  



Temi	
  scel*	
  



The	
  Interna*onal	
  Astronomical	
  Union	
  (IAU)	
  will	
  play	
  a	
  central	
  role	
  in	
  promo*ng	
  
outreach	
  with	
   regard	
   to	
   celebra*ng	
   the	
   par*cular	
   anniversary	
   in	
   1965	
   of	
   the	
  
discovery	
  of	
  the	
  cosmic	
  microwave	
  background	
  light	
  replica	
  from	
  the	
  big	
  bang,	
  
and	
   in	
   raising	
  awareness	
  of	
   the	
  need	
   for	
   innova*ve	
   ligh*ng	
   solu*ons	
   for	
  dark	
  
sky	
  ini*a*ves.	
  	
  

Piero	
  Benvenu*,	
  Assistant	
  General	
  Secretary,	
  rappresentante	
  IAU	
  nell’IYL	
  Execu*ve	
  CommiRee	
  	
  

IAU	
  and	
  IYL	
  



Si	
  costruisce	
  sull’eredità	
  dell’IYA	
  2009	
  	
   “Cosmic	
  Light”	
  cornerstone	
  

1.  Quality	
  outdoor	
  ligh*ng	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  Universe	
  

2.  Galileoscope	
  

3.  Worldwide	
  Light	
  in	
  Nature	
  Public	
  Exhibits	
  (including	
  Earth	
  atmospheric	
  effects)	
  

4.  Worldwide	
  Astronomy	
  Educa*on	
  and	
  Public	
  Outreach	
  to	
  raise	
  public	
  awareness	
  of	
  the	
  
value	
  of	
  protec*ng	
  dark	
  skies.	
  

5.  Globe	
  at	
  Night	
  

6.  Global	
  Astronomy	
  Month	
  (April)	
  with	
  leadership	
  by	
  the	
  amateur	
  community	
  

7.  Astronomy	
  as	
  global	
  educa*on	
  and	
  outreach,	
  with	
  IAU	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  developing	
  world	
  

8.  Dark	
  Skies	
  Awareness	
  through	
  publica*on	
  of	
  night	
  skies	
  monitoring	
  results	
  in	
  different	
  
ci*es	
  

9.  Educa*ng	
  astronomy	
  colleagues	
  at	
  the	
  IAU	
  General	
  Assembly	
  in	
  2015	
  with	
  special	
  events	
  



	
  The	
  basic	
  idea	
  is	
  we	
  will	
  go	
  through	
  a	
  call	
  for	
  proposal	
  at	
  May	
  and	
  confirmed	
  the	
  
proposal	
  at	
  June,	
  but	
  the	
  basic	
  theme	
  would	
  be	
  light	
  pollu*on,	
  light	
  source	
  from	
  
the	
  sky	
  (EM	
  waves),	
  maybe	
  about	
  galileoscope	
  that	
  encourage	
  people	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  
the	
  sky,	
  but	
  not	
  very	
  much	
  focus	
  on	
  modern	
  facili*es.	
  

17/4/2014	
  
	
  
we	
  will	
  confirm	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  both	
  "cosmic	
  light"	
  and	
  "exoplanet	
  naming"	
  at	
  
early	
  May.	
  

12/5/2014	
  
	
  
Regarding	
  the	
  proposal	
  call,	
  we	
  are	
  aiming	
  to	
  upload	
  it	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  week	
  	
  
or	
  early	
  next	
  week.	
  And	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  on	
  iau.org	
  website.	
  
	
  
There	
  will	
  be	
  another	
  press	
  release	
  regarding	
  the	
  exoplanet	
  one	
  news	
  	
  
maybe	
  this	
  week.	
  

Best	
  wishes,	
  
Sze-­‐leung	
  

Sze-­‐leung	
  CHEUNG	
  -­‐	
  cheungszeleung@iau.org	
  
Interna*onal	
  Outreach	
  Coordinator	
  
Office	
  for	
  Astronomy	
  Outreach,	
  Interna*onal	
  Astronomical	
  Union	
  




